MILLWOODS COMMUNITY CHURCH
Communion November 30, 2025
Advent 1
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Zechariah and the Angel by Hannah Garrity
Prelude

Welcome & Purpose

MWCC endeavors to love God, love each other, and love our neighbors by building inclusive,
healthy relationships, serving our community through WINGS of Providence & the WeCan Food
Basket Society, and worshipping together in Christlike love.

Advent Candle Lighting
A: In a world full of fear, where do you see hope?

B: I see hope when I look to the next generation. I feel hopeful when we gather
together. I know hope, deep in my bones, when we dream of a better world.

A: You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us.

B: Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this good news. May this flicker of
light help us remember that we have reason to hope.

(Light candle)
A: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Advent 1
Shout for joy, you heavens; rejoice, all the earth! The glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all
people together will see it. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
Rejoice greatly, shout for joy! See, your king is coming to you. He is righteous
and brings salvation.

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

Hail to the Lord's Anointed, He comes to break oppression,
Great David's greater Son! To set the captive free,
Hail, in the time appointed, To take away transgression,

His reign on earth begun! And rule in equity.



We praise you, the Lord God of Israel! You came to the help of your people and have set them
free.
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, a descendant of your servant David.

You promised through your holy prophets long ago that you would save us from our enemies, from
the power of all those who hate us.
You have shown the mercy promised to our ancestors and have remembered
your holy covenant.

With a solemn oath to our ancestor Abraham, you promised to rescue us from our enemies and
allow us to serve you without fear,
So that we might be holy and righteous before you all the days of our life.

By your tender mercy you cause the bright dawn of salvation to rise on us,
To give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide
our feet into the way of peace.

(Sitting)

The voice of the messenger echoes from the desert, calling us to prepare the way of the Lord and to
make a straight path on which he may come. Let us confess our sins, so that our crooked ways will
be made straight and the rough ways smooth.

Gracious Lord Jesus, you come to us with the good news of salvation, but too often
we fail to notice. You come to us day by day, yet we close the doors of our hearts
when it seems convenient to do things our own way. We ignore your presence and
our leadership. We have failed to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
our God. Forgive us, merciful Lord. May we live so that the world will know that
you have come. Amen.

Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates
Lift up your heads, you mighty gates;
Behold the King of glory waits;

The King of kings is drawing near;

The Savior of the world is here.

Fling wide the portals of your heart;
Make it a temple set apart
From earthly use for heaven's employ,
Adorned with prayer and love and joy.

So come, my Sovereign, enter in;
Let new and nobler life begin;
The Holy Spirit guide us on,
Until our glorious goal is won.

Scripture Readings

Lamentations 3:55-57 I called on your name, O Lorp, from the depths of the pit; you heard my
plea, “Do not close your ear to my cry for help, but give me relief!” You came near when I called on
you; you said, “Do not fear!”

Luke 1:5-13 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the daughters of Aaron, and
her name was Elizabeth.



Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments
and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and both
were getting on in years.

Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, he was chosen by
lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense.
Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.
Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.
When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him,
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
son, and you will name him John.

Message

Blessings and Concerns (Advent 1)

Eternal God, Ruler of all ages, graciously you come to us in order that we might come to you,
through the merit of Jesus Christ, strengthened by the Holy Spirit.
Help us and all your children to respond to the call of your gospel with faith,
love, and hope.

God of faith, you created humanity to serve and praise you; and even when we rebelled against
you, you promised to send a Savior to redeem us from our sins:
Strengthen our faith in your saving work through Christ. As you chose the
people of Israel to hear the promise of redemption through the prophets, may
people today believe in your good will for all that you have made.

God of love, you fulfilled your promise of a redeemer in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ:
Grant us the gifts of the Holy Spirit that we may share your love with the sick
and the afflicted, with the poor and the homeless, with the victims of injustice
and discrimination, and with all who are experiencing times of trouble.

God of hope, you comfort us through our Savior's promise to return in glory at the end of time:
As we await the coming of the Prince of Peace, let us not despair. We long for
you to inspire all the nations and peoples of the world to turn to cooperation
and nurture, rather than to hatred and destruction.

God of faith, love, and hope, to you and to you alone we pray:
For you are our God, the only God, forever and ever. Amen.

(Standing)

Hosanna! Blessed is he that comes!

Lord, you have kept the promise you made to our ancestors, and have come to the help of your
servant people.
You remembered to show mercy to Abraham and Sarah and to all their
descendants forever!

We praise you, Lord. You are enthroned in glory, yet you came and continue to come for all who
will receive you. We praise you, for you are good, and your mercy endures forever.
To you be glory and power, forever and ever. Amen.



Praise to you, O Lord We Render
Praise to you, O Lord, we render
For your love in Jesus shown;
May that love, so strong and tender,
Bind us fast to him alone;

Now and ever,

Now and ever,

Gather us among your own.

Communion in Celebration of Christ’s Coming

Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, be with you all.
Amen. Thanks be to God.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(The Lord’s Prayer may be used as a conclusion to this prayer.)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks,
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.

(Sitting. As the bread is served, the communicants stand to receive it.)

The Advent of Our God Shall Be
The advent of our God
Shall be our theme for prayer;
Come, let us meet him on the road
And place for him prepare.

The everlasting Son
Incarnate stoops to be,
Takes on Himself the servant's form
To set his people free.

All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

Lo, God, Our God, Has Come
Lo, God, our God, has Rejoice! our God has come, We praise the Word made
come; In love and lowliness; flesh;
To us a Child is born; The Son of God has come True God, true man is He;
To us a Son is given; The sons of men to bless; We praise the Christ of God;

Bless, bless the blessed God with us now descends To Whom all glory be!
morn! to dwell, We praise the Lamb that
O happy, lowly, lofty birth! God in our flesh, Immanuel. once was slain!
Now God, our God, has We praise the King that

come to earth.

comes to reign!



Our Lord Jesus Christ said: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you.
(All partake together.)

Silent prayer
By your divine presence,
By the holy sacraments,
By all the merits of your life, sufferings, death, and resurrection,
Bless and comfort us, gracious Lord and God. Amen.

In the same way, after supper our Lord Jesus Christ took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sin. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me.

(Sitting. As the cup is served, the communicants stand to receive it.)

0O, Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!
O Morning Star, how fair and bright!
You shine with God’s own truth and light,
Aglow with grace and mercy?
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s Son,
Our Lord and master,
You have won our hearts to serve you only!
Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, all victorious, rich in blessing!
Rule and might o’er all possessing!

Come, heav’'nly bridegroom light divine,

And deep within our hearts now shine;
There light a flame undying!

In your one body let us be as living branches of a tree

Your life our lives supplying.

Now, though daily earth’s deep sadness

May perplex us and distress us,
Yet with heav’nly joy you bless us.

Lord, when you look on us in love,
At once there falls from God above
A ray of purest pleasure.

Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food.
You are the dearest treasure!

Let your mercy warn and cheer us!

O, draw near us! For you teach us
God’s own love through you has reached us.

(When the cup has been served, the communicants stand.)

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: Drink from this, all of you. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.

(All partake together.)

SILENT PRAYER

Christ, the Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Grant to us your peace. amen.



Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death,
Until he comes.

(The congregation gives the right hand of fellowship,
signifying renewed dedication and unity of purpose in the service of Christ.)

Special Music

The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you;

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace;
In the name of Jesus. Amen.

Ministry Opportunities

Joy To The World (Unspeakable Jo

Verse 1
Joy to the world the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and heaven and nature sing

Verse 2
Joy to the world the Savior reigns
Let all their songs employ
While fields and floods rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy

Chorus
Joy unspeakable joy
An overflowing well
No tongue can tell
Joy unspeakable joy
It rises in my soul
Never lets me go

Verse 3
He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders wonders of His love

Benediction

Postlude


https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/

Christmas Eve Service at 6pm

With December coming up so fast we are now preparing for our Christmas Eve service. Please
sign up to help with this service. The sign up sheet is in the Sunday binder. Any questions please
speak with Pastor Aaron or Katie.

Unity Prayer Watch 2025 Only 4 spots needed

MWCC date is December 7th, prayer times are 4:00 AM, 4:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 10:30 PM. The sign
up sheet is in the Sunday binder. Please consider signing up now. Melanie will provide you with a
list of prayer topics, please look in your church mailbox for your list.

AN\ Moravian Christmas Stars for sale
~—w./t— TLooking for the perfect Christmas gift? The church has 2 new Moravian Stars that
~~ A )i you can purchase. Colour White, Plastic 16” (bulb and cord provided in set), Cost
N $121.45. If you would like to purchase a star please speak with Pastor Aaron, or
Melanie.

Advent Daily Devotional Insisting on Hope Despite our Fears

We've crafted an Advent series that takes seriously the angels’ message and trusts that Christ’s
birth truly is good news of great joy for all people. The series looks closely at the fear and terror
looming in the background during the time of King Herod and invites us to consider the fears we
hold now. Fear can divide and paralyze us, and even be used as a tool for oppression. But what if
we formed a different relationship with fear? Can we acknowledge fear without letting it rule us?
Might we catalyze our fears into love and action? What if naming our fears helps us see more
clearly how God is breaking in and where God is at work? This series gently invites us to identify
where fear is present—both in the Advent story and in our lives—while also finding our way
toward hope, with the angels’ voices in our ears.

Advent booklets will be available on the table at the back of the sanctuary.

.7 Artful Advent Study ¢
Due to low interest, the Artful Advent Study is cancelled.

MWCC Christmas Party

Millwoods Community Church is having a Christmas Party on December
13, 2025 doors open at 5:30pm, dinner starts at 6pm. Ticket prices are
Adults/Youth $35.00, Child 6/11 $15.00, 5yrs & under Free. Tickets can be
purchased through Mike or Pat, Keith, or Melanie at the church office. You
can pay by Cheque, Cash, preferably e-Transfer to office@mcchurch.ca.
Mark your calendars and be sure to join us.

Rental Assistance Update

We have a family in the church who are unable to work at the moment because their work permits
have expired. They are still waiting for Permanent Residency. They have a job ready and waiting
when their residency comes in, but they need help covering their rent until then.

We have been helping them with rent since March 2024. This has been a longer process than
anticipated because the previous Federal Government both reduced the number of Permanent


mailto:office@mcchurch.ca

Residents brought in each year and narrowed who would be fast tracked through the process. Your
generosity to this assistance has been magnificent! Thank you!

With the longer term nature of this ministry we have found it necessary to separate this rental
assistance from the CANDLe Fund. So, if you would like to continue being part of helping this
family stay housed, please designate your giving for RENTAL ASSISTANCE.

And, you can continue supporting the other benevolent ministries of the congregation (the food
pantry, WeCan baskets for new residents at WINGS, etc) by contributing to the CANDLE Fund

However you choose to support the financial benevolence of MWCC, please keep this family in
your prayers. The best possible scenario is this family gets permanent residence tomorrow. We
just do not know how long the wait will be, and waiting on PR for any length of time is incredibly
stressful, even under the best case scenario. You can ask Aaron and Amy about that.

WeCan Food Basket

To place an order please go to WECAN Food Basket Society to order online. Or, For

in-person cash orders, please come to the church on the third Thursday of the month from @

noon-2:00 (the same as our pick-up time).

“Millwoods Community Church gathers on Treaty 6 Territory, the traditional lands
of First Nations and Metis People, and on the former Papaschase Reservation.”
Learn more here.

Millwoods Community Church
2304-38 Street, Edmonton, AB 780-463-7427
Rev. Aaron Linville 780-862-9453 — pastor@mecchurch.ca
Music Director: Katie Tilbury 403-550-5424 — music@mcchurch.ca
Church Administration: Melanie Wilcox 780-463-7427 — office@mcchurch.ca
Pastor office hours: Tue - Wed 10am - 2pm, Sunday 10am - 1pm & by appointment
Please phone us to make an in office appointment

Today's Service

December 7, 2025 Service

Greeters Bl}and'y & Ushers | Armand Greeters Ron Ushers Armand
erniece

Music KT,ggsgda, Reader | LindaLee Music KT, Elaine Reader Jacquie

Sound Larry Media Donna Sound Media

Coffee Amy Elder Coffee Linda Lee Elder
Birthday . Birthday .

Cake Amy Closing Pastor Cake Closing Pastor

Counters Counters



https://wecanfood.com/
https://papaschase.ca/
mailto:pastoraaron7427@gmail.com
mailto:office@mcchurch.ca
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